St. Joseph Square
A Historical Landmark in Albuquerque's Health Care Past
by David Wea therman , AlA

The town of Albuquerque entered the twentieth
century with the establishment of its first hospital
facility . At the invitation of Archbishop J .B. Lam y,
The Sisters of Charity of Mount St. Joseph , Ohio cam e
to New Mexico in the early 1860's. By 1865 St. Vincent
Hospital and Orphanage had been founded in Santa
Fe by the Sisters. The Sisters of Charity contributed
greatly to the establishment of the Albuquerque Public
School system and to the development of Albuquerque
as a health center for the southwest.
Albquerque's need for a hospital became apparent
at the turn of the century. With its rarefied air Albuquerque had become a mecca for respiratory ailment
victims. The Sisters of Charity, always known for their
dedication in caring for the sick, were offered a tract
of land at the intersection of Tijeras Road (now Grand
Avenue) and Walte r street by the Jesuit Fathers . Upon
that tract of land the Sisters founded and constructed
Albuquerque's first hospital facility in 1902. That
hospital facility was named St. Joseph Sanatorium and
Sister Zita Denman was the hospital's first administrator.
In 1916 the Sisters acquired the remaining tracts of
land around the hospital anticipating the time when
further expansion of the hospital facilit ies would be
needed. Later on in 1944 the Sisters purchased the
building located on the south side of Grand Avenue
that had housed a children's home . Regina School of
Nursing and Sisters Convent occupied the building until 1966. Recently Regina Hall has been renovated into
doctors offices.
By 1928 the first hospital facility had outgrown its
usefulness and the need for a new facility was felt. The
Sisters of Charity retained George Williamson as the
arc hitect for the new hospital facility. At that time ,
W. Miles Brittelle worked for George Williamson and
was assigned the job of designing the new hospital.
Sister Mary Lawrence was the Hospital Administrator
at the time of the design and construction of St. Joseph
Hospital. On Saturday, March 29, 1930, the new
hospital opened for public viewing. Th e 152 bed
hospital was constructed at the cost of $500,000 .00
and included the latest devices such as sterilizing
equipment, operating room tables and even a baby incubator, making it the most modern facility in the
southwest.
W. Miles Brittelle's design of the 1930 St. Joseph
Hospital building is a classic Romanesque Revival
style. It was unusual at the time of the construction of
this facility to rigidly adhere to a certain style with its
details. The four story inverted Y-shaped plan with
wings springing from the central axis uses an elevator
shaft for a focal point of the building , The wings face
south toward Gra nd avenue with int ricatelv detailed
ba ys term inating the wings at each -end . The main

Original main ent rance bau :

facade is punctuated with a central bay that exhibits
an ornate entrance. The entrance consists of a concrete
arch surrounding double glass doors and a fanlight
tympanum . To each side of the glass doors sets a window with a fanlight tympanum . The pyramida l line
of the entry roof is repeated at the roof line of the bays
and the elevator shaft.
The bays that terminate the wings are especially important because they contain the greatest concentration of the Romanesque detailing designed into the
building by Mr. Britt elle. The round arched windows,
low balconets, arched corbel tables, brick pilasters and
pyramid parapeted roof line are some of the Romanesque details expressed in these bays. The extravagantly
textured brick walls add the finishing touch to the
bays. The interior space plan used large spacious lobbies located at the central axis with wide corri dors
branching from the lobby down the wings. The
elevators serviced the buildin g at all levels and act as
a focal poin t for the public lobbies. Polished terr azzo
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Grand Avenue elevation
looking from Regina Hall.

New entrance at northeast
elevation with skylight.

Remodeled pedestrian walkway
that ties St. Joseph Squar e
to St. Joseph Hospital.
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East elevation of bay showing Romanesque detailing.
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was used as the typical flooring material with
medallion accents set in the terrazzo floor at the center
of the lobby. These medallion accents have been
restored in the renovation of the hospital building.
Only one major interior remodeling took place during the life of the hospital. In 1952 the east wing on the
top floor was remodeled into a 30 crib maternity wing.
Delivery rooms, labor units and a nursery off the main
lobby were highlights of this remodel which opened on
October 18, 1952. The cooling units that spoiled the
south facade of the building were recent additions and
have been removed to restore the original elevation.
The 1930 hospital building is the oldest of the structures presently existing on the campus of this
historically significant institution. The building sets on
the southeast corner of the St. Joseph Hospital campus. The primary entrance to the campus at Elm
Street creates a focal point for this historically significant building. The building sets at the edge of the
Huning Highland Historic District and is one of the
group of institutional buildings that demarcate the
break from the smaller scale residential and commercial buildings of this Victorian era district to the newer
districts of Albuquerque.
Many of the original design concepts used in the existing building are reused in the creation of St. Joseph
Square. The new entrance is attached to the north east
side of the building creating a new focal point from the
Grand Avenue and Elm Street intersection. This new
entrance also allows direct access to the main lobby,
elevators and the pedestrian walkway that connects to
the newer St. Joseph Hospital facility built in 1968.
The new fire exit stair is located at the termination of
the leg of the Y-shaped plan and uses brick and concrete detailing similar to the existing elevator tower.
The new canopy and entrance elements express the
formal entrance into the existing building and allows
for the drop off of patients at the entrance. A skylight
ties the entrance and canopy elements together and
allows light to fall upon steps at this new entry to the
building.
The detailing used in the existing building is reused
in the new elements to express the historical value present in the existing building. The use of contemporary
building materials in recreating these details deserves
mentioning. Summit Brick Company of Pueblo, Colorado supplied both the original brick used in the existing building and the new brick used in renovation.
Cementitious coating over shaped beadboard is used in
the new trim elements to imitate the existing concrete
parapet caps, string course and other trim elements.
The existing steel casement and wood windows have
been restored using new glazing materials for energy
conservation purposes. The new glazing and framing
materials used in the new structures are color coordinated with the paint applied to the restored windows . The design concept of using color in these
elements allowed the building to have an accent color
at the windows and doors , and still meet the historical
requirements of not using the standard bronze anodized framing typically used in contemporary buildings.
The existing pedestrian walkway connecting St.
Joseph Square and St. Joseph Hospital has been
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remodeled with new finish materials on the interior
and paint on the exterior. Access to a future public
space between the walkway and the building has been
provided from both the ground and first floor lobby
areas.
When totally complete, St. Joseph Square will house
doctors offices and related facilities such as a pharmacy, food services area and laboratory spaces. Completion of the historically significant exterior of 51.
Joseph Square and landscaping of the grounds with
landscaping materials of that era, contributes greatly
to the built environment already established along
Grand Avenue. Further enhancement of this area will
be achieved with the completion of the renovation of
the old Albuquerque High School Campus and implementation of the Master Plan presently developed
for the St. Joseph Hospital Campus.
D.W.

New fire exit stair enclosure.
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